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Mademoiselle Colombe~ Longacre 1/6/54. Robert Joseph & Jay Julien present Louis 
Kronenverger's adaption of Jean Anouilh's play abovt an actress of the Sarah Bern- 
hardt eras Julia Harris, Edna Best, Eli Wallach. vv. Jaffe in cast directed by Har- 
old Clurman. Kronenberger is Time drama criti: . crvian is Nation's drama critic, 
eechis and Hers=- 48th St. 1/7/54. Albert Selds.. Morton Gottlieb present a new 
comedy by Fay and Michael Kanin starring Celeste Holm, Robert Preston and Howard St. 
John. Story details battle of two playwrights, once married to each other, over the 
rights to a plot idea. Michael Gordon director. 


Current Theatre Reviews 


The Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker- Coronet 12/30/53. Mixed notices greeted first 
production of the newly organized Producers Theatre. Times,News, Post, World Tele- 


gram reviewers enjoyed Liam O'Brion's comedy about an 1890 gent with 2 kid-filled 
families. Cast headed by Burgess ileredith, Martha Soott and Glenn Anders were pruised 
by all, pro or con. Difference of opinion came as to how funny idea might have been,” 
Korr, Herald Tribune, thought it should have been just about twice as funny. McClain, 
Journal Americen, thought it funny up to a point, but doubted if it was sufficiently 
novrishing to sustain a full evening. While Coleman,Mirror,billed it as a tasteless 
and unrewarding evening of theatre. Heading the “pro” side Atkinson,Times, listed it 
as an uproarious show written with relish and considerable warmth. Chapman,News, 
admittec comedy may run down a bit now and then, but at its best it is hilarious. 
Watts,Post,settled for the evening of pleasant gayety. 


In The Summer House- Playhouse 12/29/53. Judith Anderson's portrayal in Jane 
Bowles tow play presented by the Playwrights Company won rave notices from most of 
the daily drama critics. But the soript of the new playw~1:°t won only two pro not- 
ices. Hawkins, World Telegram & Sun, believes the writs: is ‘ 1% most original US 
dramatist of her generation, and that she has provided one of those rare evenings 
with provocative food for thought and conversation, McClain, Journal American,reg 
istered a reserved nod for play with uneven script ,but a brilliant cast. Majority 
of daily aisle-sitters agreed there were fine,dranati c moments in well acted prod- 
uction, but they didn't feel play was constru:~s¢ well enough to recommend it.Atkin- 
son,Times,stated that the material had not bes. molded into anything of real value, 
Kerr,Herald Tribune, noted that the beautiful production has the lustrous surface of 
poetry,but none of its shattering illumination. Mildred Dunnock, Jean Stapleton,and 
Logan Ramsey were along the cast members prais ed by most. 


Sing Till Tomoryow Royale 12/28/53"1/2/54. Unanimous drubbing from daily re~ 
viewers against Jean Lowenthal's now drama presented by Dorothy Natter was harshest 
of season, Confused,pretentious,unintelligible were a few of the gentler labels 
applied. Times critic reported that neither he nor London critic Alan Dent could 
make head or tale of ite Kerr,Her.ld Tyibwme, found it 80 bad it was unfair to 
compare it to other bad plays of the past. Chapman,News,comnented that a}l but one 
of the actors were simply awful. A new low in contemporary drema rated Hawkins ,ViTac, 


= 


1 Village Theatre ' 


Circle in the Square's next production 
will be The Girl on the Via Fleminia, a 
dramatization of Alfred Heyes short novel. 
The film version of the same story will 
open in February at the Astor starring 
Kirk Dougles and entitled “Act of Love." 
Group's American Gothic will continue to 
Jan 24 with new play scheduled for early 
Feb. 


Week-end prgformances of three one 
act Grand Giignol plays presented at mid- 
night at Originals Only...Lou Polen, Jos- 
eph Macauley have joined cast of Corio- 
lanus which opens at Phoenix Jan 19. 


' Off Broadway ' 


Ten of Cole Porter's songs will be 
used in the City College Theatre Workshop 
production of S N Behrmen's The Pirate 
presented Jan 7-10 at Pauline Edwards 
Theatre, Lexington & 23rd St, 


Negro Drama Group production of 

Born Yesterday presented for limited 2 

week run at President won the approval 

of Calta,Times. Critic noted that the 
spirited group of Negro performers head 
ed by Edna Mae Robinson,Powell Lindsay 

and Henry Soott demonstrate conclusively 
that the 1946 Garson Kanin comedy deserves 
its earlier popularity, He also predicted 
that with some judicious direction Mrs, 
Robinson,wife of boxer Sugar Ray Robinson, 


could go a long way toward achieving speo- 
taculer success in the theatre, 


Climate of Eden revival by Current 
Stages performs the theatre a service by 
letting fans see Mogs Hart's original and 
interesting play, states Watts, Post.Critic 
found it en interesting, if not brillint, 
production. Gerald Metcalf in the role of 
the intruder was better than the Broadway 
players. 


Veudeville 


New stage show et Radin City Music 
Hell features Jenet Gaylor, Victor Moreno 
and the 4 Step Brothers in “new Horizon" 
revuse 


Broadway TV Theatre 


Gramm cy Ghost, the 1951 John 
Cecil Ho!  aedy, will be presented 
by WOR TV L. .& ay TV Theatre Jan 4-6 
with Veronica Lake, Broadway product- 
ion opened April 26,1951 at the Moros- 
co and played 100 performances. Sarah 
M."chill, Richard Waring and Robert 
Slorling were featured in the Roger 
Glark , Evan Frankel pr oduction.Critics 
were split on merits of the script,but 
all welcomed Miss Churchill to Broad- 
way. Chapman,News, Gerlami, Journal 
American, tabbed it an entertaining 
little play. "Con" side headed by At- 
kinson,Times, who simply was not en- 
chanted by the super-natural hokus- 
pokus. While Guersey,Herald fribune, 
discovered it in short supply of both 
fantasy and romantic frivolity. 


' Theatre Record Comments ' 


"Romeo and Juliet” RCA Victor al- 
bum of Old Vic production okayed by 
Bron, Variety, as an interesting, appoul- 
ing job. 


"Shov Riz" RCA Victor album with 
George Jes.el reading from the book of 
same neme tabbed an affectionate salute 
to the whole entertainment world by 
Landry, Variety, 


“fheatre Book Comments 1 


"Bring on the Girls", P G Wode- 
house and Guy Bolton( Simon & Schuster) 
enjoyed by 3 more reviewers. Chapman, 
News, thought it a hilarious account 
of the writers collaboration with Jer 
ome’ Kern musicals, Seldes, New Repub- 
lic,calls book a colossal, good humored, 
unpretentious fraud. Rogow,Saturday 
Review,found it a tender and whimsical 
triumph of personal storytelling» 


Review Reports ' 

Analysis of NYC daily, weekly ~e- 


views. Theatre, films,LP reoords.$.. per 
back +itle. Send check, money order. 


' Green Room Department ' 


SHUBERT OBITS...The real story of Lee Shubert-avtooratic, secretive, ambitious-and his 
brothers is still to be written, points out Heralc ribune editorial. It will 
be an importm+ part of the recent histary of the '. st«ge becawe it will ex- 
plain much of the economic setting against which the art of writer ani actor 
have been displayed during the past half centurysseSmall of stature, melancholy 
of countenanoe and withdrawn from the public by choice, ‘Mr. Lee" could not have 
welcomed the final curtain, but he could not complain life had booked him for 
a bit vart,stated Journal American editor 


GOD BLESS AMERICA..eHelp for the non-commercial American theatre is coming from at 
least three very rich sources: individual philanthropists, local communities 
and state legislatures, points out Bentley, New Republic. The idea that the 
theatre is dying becawe the public has lost interest and is busy elsewhere 
is simply not true. Movies,radio and TV remain parasites of the theatre. 


COLIMN TIP..eHartford critic T.H. Parker is banned "forever™ for panning recent 
. Broadway tryout, reports WinchelleesViotor Borge earned $10,000 for a TV 
appearance between intermissions of his Comedy in Mysic, hears O'Briantecee 
If i 


The Remarkable Mr. Pennypacker and The Co ential Clerk succeed with 
their $7 top Tor the best orchestra sea 8, 


er shows follow suit,notes 
Kilgallen, 


ADB O'NEILL OBITS.eeThe playwright had tremendous influence upon other playwrights 
at his time of his emergence and as he soared in the 20's the entire theatre 


did likewise,oomments Morehqus ¢,World Telegram & Sun. O'Neill was the great- 
est dramatist Amerioa ever produced. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTS... often forget that the most important thing in 
writing a successful play is to catch up audience sympathy and emotion so that 
the spectators,emotionelly at leest, are involved in the events on stage,re- 
minds Burr, Playbill...The mere fact that a theatre is situated off Broadway 
and in a locality diffioult to get to does not automatically guarantee that it 
is ipso facto of artistic importance pans Nathan, Journal American, 7#@ their 


ourrent Madam Will You Walk productiom Critic believes play was produced as 
a tryout for Jessica Tandy and Hume Cronyn venicle, 


PEGLER ON CRIT ICSeeeGeorge White was advised ':y Tceler, Journal American,to keep his 
current night club revue out of the thertre, Columnist wonders why the producer 
and the inspired little company of girls and young men let their thoughts wander 
to some soiled and gritty show house where the "critics" would view then wth 
bigoted eyes which despise the t,vern entertainers and would cut them dow in 


a week, 
' Pros & Cons by MK "cD" Gift Coupon 


The recently discovered 5th Freedom THEATRE NEWSLETTER- weekly digests NYC’ 


for drama critics, stated by Bentley, New 
Republic, as the right NOT to go to ocer- 
tain plays was adopted by a good portion 
of the second night critica for Sing Till 
Tomorrow. Less than one hundred peeple— 
were present at the start of the second 
performance at the Royale,and less than 
50 wero present at the final curtain, Moet 
of the “second night" critics claim they 
do not read the "first night" notices.Thor 
it must be assumed they stayed away by 
"hearsay." 
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ubaaribLer's 


More than 1500 theatre workers and fans attended the funeral of Lee Shubert 
at New York's Temple Emanu-El, Honorary pall bearers included Irving Berlin, Richard 
Rodgers, James A.Farley, Lawrence Langer, Mex Gordon, John Golden and Josh Logan, 

The will of the producer announced 3 days after his death at age 78 nemed Milton 
Shubert, his nephew, as the head of the nation-wide Shubert theatrixal enterprises. 
Lawrence Shubert Lawrence, another nephew, Sylvia Wolf Golde, a niece, William Klein, 
his attorney for 40 years, and Milton Shubert each were named trustees of the estate, 
and each were bequethed $100,000 and a life income from 1/6 of the residuary estate. 
The will also stated "It is my hope and expectation that my theatrical enterprises 
will continue for many years after my death." On the svre day the will was announ- 
ced, it was also announced that the Government's anti-trust suit against the Shuberts 
had been dismissed. Federal Judge Knox ruled that entertainment does not come under 
the scope of the anti-trust laws, 


Plays 
4 plays closed on Broadways Sing Till To: or1ov, My 3 Angels, Late Love and 
Charley's Aunt...Ondine rehearsals under the .icection of Lunt began this 
week. Opening night of the Jean Giraudoux' pley presented by the Playwrights Can- 
pany with Audrey Hepburn and Mel Ferrer has veen adienced to Feb 18...0h, Meni Oh, 
Women! has switched its matinee day to Thursdays...Janes Thurber and Elliott mu- 
gent are planning a play about “New Yorker" editor Harold Ross. 


Peop le 


"Drama Desk" meeting of Jan 4 on “Liquor in the Theatre" has been postponed 
to Jan 11 at Rosoff's, 147 W 43...O0rsen Bean, Almanac, doubling at Blue Angelese 
Constance Carpenter, King and I, has withdraw fran Leading role on advice of her 
doctors. Annemary Dickey, her alternate,has assummed the role...Alice Pearce re- 
places Kay Medford, Almanac.Latter has teken role in Lullaby. 


Other Br oadways 


The controversy between London's first night galleryites and Emile Littler,who 
banned fhem from his recent flop Thirteen for Dinner, has not died down with the 
closing of the show after one performance. With few exceptions thefeelings of the 
vocal gallery, pro or con, have correctly forecast the show's chances, British edit- 
orials panned the producer for his attempt to by-pass the galleryites. 


Theatre Book Notes 
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Random House will publish Sabrina Fair and The Prescott ProposalseesHarcourt ag 
Brace will publish The Sonfidential Clerk... Mai. > sm Sturt” a collection of light a 
press agent Tom Weatherly wit. »ublished by Library Publishers, 
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